
MACEDONIA, FYR



The numbers presented in this brief are based on the ECAPOV database. The ECAPOV micro database was established in 1998 to support a regional poverty report. The database is managed and 

harmonized by the Europe and Central Asia Team for Statistical Development (ECATSD). ECAPOV includes 29 countries, with an average of 8 surveys per country. Recently, EU-SILC data for EU 

countries, received from Eurostat, have been added to the collection. Each survey in ECAPOV has is organized into 6 modules following the Global Monitoring Database (GMD) Harmonization 

guidelines, including the construction of the welfare aggregate which is used for Global Poverty Monitoring.  Terms of use of the data adhere to agreements with the original data producers.

The national poverty line in FYR Macedonia is defined as 60 percent of the equivalized median disposable income after social transfers, following a standardized methodology defined by European 

Union agencies to determine relative poverty among its members. The most recent relative poverty estimates pertain to survey year 2015, which given the lag in the income reference period, 

pertain to calendar year 2014.

The World Bank’s international poverty rates are based on the “dollar a day” methodology designed to reflect how the world’s poorest countries define a minimum threshold of living standards, 

applicable across time and space using a sample of relative price levels within and across countries. The rate of international poverty is a headcount of the poor in a given country based on this 

international threshold, translated into local currencies and adjusted for temporal and spatial price differences. The levels and trends of the national and international poverty rates can differ 

because the poverty threshold may be set at different amounts and because the national line is a function of the income distribution in any given year and therefore it may change over time. The 

national relative poverty rates are not necessarily indicative of absolute trends in welfare over time, as is the case with international poverty lines.

The quality of data for monitoring welfare in FYR Macedonia is reasonable. While the state statistical office SSO collects household surveys and reports with frequency, the use of an outdated 

sampling frame (2002) raises issues about the representativeness of the data. Efforts by the SSO to update partially the sampling frame are positive, but do not replace the need for a new population 

census to obtain updated population estimates and strengthen the credibility of the estimates produced. In addition, access to SILC microdata is only possible on the premises of the SSO, which 

limits considerably its potential use for research on issues related to poverty, inequality, labor markets, pensions, or social protection.
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