
GUATEMALA



The numbers presented in the brief are based on the regional data harmonization effort known as Socio-economic Database for Latin America and the Caribbean (SEDLAC) - 

a joint effort of the World Bank and CEDLAS from the National University of La Plata (Argentina). SEDLAC includes 18 countries and more than 300 household surveys since 

the 80s. Several Caribbean countries have not been included in the SEDLAC project due to lack of data. Since income-based welfare aggregate is widely used in the region 

for official poverty estimates, income-based microdata is used for the Global Monitoring Database (GMD) and Global Poverty Monitoring. SEDLAC covers demographics, 

income, employment, and education. Terms of use of the data adhere to agreements with the original data producers.

   Guatemala’s national poverty line, calculated based on observed patterns of consumption, is substantially higher than the international poverty line and more closely 

reflects the upper middle income class line. Thus, the official poverty rates are substantially higher than those reported under either the international poverty line or the 

lower middle income class lines. 

   The data used to measure poverty in Guatemala comes from the National Living Standards Measurement Study surveys (Encuesta Nacional de Condiciones de Vida or 

ENCOVI) for 2000, 2006, and 2014. There are also data for a 2011 round of the survey but there are some methodological concerns about these data in terms of 

comparability and they are not used here. The 2014 data set is the most recent available that can be used to measure poverty.

   Guatemala uses a consumption-based monetary measure of poverty while the international comparison is based on income. This per capita measure includes the 

consumption of: (i) purchased and non-purchased food (own production, gifts, and donations); (ii) transport and communications; (iii) consumer goods; (iv) household 

services and legal costs; (v) utilities, education, and health; and (vi) the annual use value of housing and durable goods. The poverty lines used reflect the costs of a 

minimum level of calories (extreme poverty line) and the cost of obtaining both food and other basic necessities (overall poverty line). 
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The decomposition is not displayed either because the change in 
poverty over the period of analysis is too small or the lack of 

availability of at least two household surveys.


