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National Poverty Line 37.5 2014

International Poverty Line

488.7 in CFA franc (2014) or US$2.15 (2017 PPP) per day per capita

Lower Middle Income Class Poverty Line

829.6 in CFA franc (2014) or US$3.65 (2017 PPP) per day per capita

Upper Middle Income Class Poverty Line

1556.9 in CFA franc (2014) or US$6.85 (2017 PPP) per day per capita

Multidimensional Poverty Measure 37.5 2014

SHARED PROSPERITY

Annualized Consumption Growth per capita of the bottom 40 percent 1.41 2007-2014

INEQUALITY

Gini Index 46.6 2014

Shared Prosperity Premium = Growth of the bottom 40 - Average Growth -2.43 2007-2014

GROWTH

Annualized GDP per capita growth 0.93 2007-2014

Annualized Consumption Growth per capita from Household Survey 3.84 2007-2014

MEDIAN INCOME

Growth of the annual median income/consumption per capita 3.51 2007-2014

Sources: WDI for GDP, National Statistical Offices for national poverty rates, PIP as of April 2023, and Global Monitoring Database for the rest. 

Poverty & Equity Brief

Cameroon
Africa Western & Central

April 2023

POVERTY Period

Poverty Economist: Clarence Tsimpo Nkengne

(million)

Number of Poor

2014

2014

2014

25.7

47.0

74.816.7

Performance on poverty reduction is very weak. Over the last decade, Cameroon has struggled to reduce poverty in a substantial

manner. Estimates from available household surveys suggest that over the last decade the absolute number of poor people has

increased consistently due to population growth and the slow pace of poverty reduction. In recent years, the government fell short in

financing important statistical operations. Consequently, the latest available household survey for which official poverty rates were

estimated was conducted in 2014, i.e. nine years ago. The 2014 poverty rate (37.5%) represents a slight decline from 39.9 percent in

2007 and 40.2 percent in 2001 (namely a reduction of 2.7 percentage points in 13 years). The poverty rate in 2014 was much higher in

rural areas (56.8 percent), compared to urban areas (9.0 percent). There are also significant geographic disparities in poverty rates,

ranging from lows of 4.2 percent and 5.4 percent in the two main cities of Douala and Yaoundé to a high of 74.3 percent in the Far-North

Region. Such spatial disparities are potential threats to social cohesion. Income inequality remains high (second highest in the CEMAC

region after Congo, Republic of), with the Gini index increasing by 3.8 percentage points between 2007 and 2014 (46.6 in 2014).

Non-monetary poverty is also high, with nearly 37 percent of the population estimated to be multidimensionally poor in 2014. The

country is still performing below expectations given its status as a Lower Middle-Income Country (LMIC). For example, in 2018, 62

percent of Cameroonians had access to electricity, compared to 88 percent for LMICs. Between 2010 and 2020, while the Human

Capital Index (HCI) value for Cameroon increased from 0.38 to 0.40, which implies that a child born in Cameroon in 2020 is expected to

be just 40 percent as productive as an adult as she could be if she received complete education and enjoyed full health. This is slightly

lower than the average for Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) and lower than the LMIC average. 

Cameroon's finance law for the year 2023 contains a series of tax innovations that would have profound impact on the economy and

poverty. The Government recently increased the price of gasoline and petrol by 25.2% and 15% respectively, by reducing subsidies to

improve fiscal sustainability. Kerosene and cooking gas prices remained unaffected. To cushion the effect of these reforms, certain

sectors have been given tax exemptions and tax rebates. For example, large- and small-scale farmers can benefit from 30% reduction in

taxes. In addition to tax exemptions and rebates, the Government has increased the minimum monthly wage by 15.5% and public sector

wages by 5.2%. Recent tax hikes and increases in the retail price of petrol and gasoline are all expected to have negative impacts on the

poor. Inflationary pressure is expected to rise following increases in cost of production and transportation and the informal sector could

expand. However, these reforms are expected to provide valuable additional revenues that can be channeled into public investments,

including expenditures for social programs to support the most vulnerable segments of the population. The net impact on poverty will

therefore depend on the extent to which the additional fiscal resources are put to use to promote growth and inclusion.
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KEY INDICATORS
International Poverty Line(%)

Non-Poor Poor Bottom 40 Top 60

Urban population 98 2 10 90 Monetary poverty (Consumption)

Rural population 59 41 61 39 Daily consumption less than US$2.15 per person 25.7

Males 75 25 39 61

Females 74 26 41 59 Education

0 to 14 years old 68 32 49 51 At least one school-aged child is not enrolled in school 15.9

15 to 64 years old 80 20 32 68 No adult has completed primary education 24.4

65 and older 73 27 46 54

Without education (16+) 55 45 63 37 Access to basic infrastructure

Primary education (16+) 79 21 37 63 No access to limited-standard drinking water 23.2

Secondary education (16+) 90 10 19 81 No access to limited-standard sanitation 38.9

Tertiary/post-secondary education (16+) 99 N/A* 3 97 No access to electricity 1.2

Source: World Bank using ECAM-IV/SSAPOV/GMD Source: World Bank using ECAM-IV/SSAPOV/GMD

Notes: N/A missing value, N/A* value removed due to less than 30 observations

POVERTY DATA AND METHODOLOGY

HARMONIZATION

Africa Western & Central povertydata.worldbank.org

Cameroon www.worldbank.org/poverty

Relative group (%)

The numbers presented in this brief are based on the SSAPOV database. SSAPOV is a database of harmonized nationally representative household surveys managed by Sub-

Saharan Team for Statistical Development. It contains more than 100 surveys covering 45 out of the 48 countries in the SSA region. The three countries not covered in the

database are Eritrea, Equatorial Guinea, and Somalia. Terms of use of the data adhere to agreements with the original data producers.

INEQUALITY TRENDS, 2001-2014POVERTY HEADCOUNT RATE, 2001-2014

Source: World Bank using ECAM-IV/SSAPOV/GMD

In Cameroon, official poverty estimates, poverty profiles and analysis are based on the Cameroon Household Survey (ECAM) series. So far, four rounds of the ECAM series

have been completed successfully (1996, 2001, 2007, and 2014). The design of the questionnaires and the methodology of data collection are very different between ECAM

1996 and subsequent rounds. Consequently, due to comparability issues, the narrative on poverty dynamics relies solely on the last three rounds. The sample size of these

surveys is between 10,000 and 12,000 households, and the samples are designed to be representative at the regional level (10 regions and the two major cities: Douala and

Yaoundé). However, these surveys are not implemented frequently, with a gap of at least six years between two surveys during the past 20 years. 

With financial and technical support from the World Bank, data collection of the 5th ECAM survey was completed in September 2022, financed by the Cameroon -

Strengthening Public Sector Effectiveness and Statistical Capacity Program (P151155). ECAM 5 methodology is based on the recent best practice on poverty measurement

(WAEMU project), including: (i) a focus on measuring consumption rather than expenditure; and (ii) three rounds of data collection spanning 12 months to capture

seasonality. As a consequence, poverty estimates using ECAM-5 will not be comparable with previous ECAMs. To bridge this gap in comparability, an experimental survey was

conducted in parallel following the old ECAM methodology, to ensure robust poverty trend analysis. Data analysis is ongoing, and publication of the findings of both the main

and the experimental ECAM-5 survey are planned for April or May 2023.

Distribution among groups: 2014 Multidimensional Poverty Measures: 2014 (% of population)

Note on new global poverty lines: Poverty data are now expressed in 2017 Purchasing Power Parity (PPP) prices, versus 2011 PPP in previous editions. As price levels across

the world evolve, global poverty lines have to be periodically updated to reflect the increase of the value of the lines in nominal terms. The new global poverty lines of $2.15,

$3.65, and $6.85 reflect the typical national poverty lines of low-income, lower-middle-income, and upper-middle-income countries in 2017 prices. In addition to reflecting

updates in nominal terms, upper-middle-income countries raised the standards by which they determine people to be poor from 2011 to 2017. Hence, the increase in the

upper line is larger, and the population that does not meet the new standard is higher in most countries than it was with 2011 PPPs. See pip.worldbank.org.

Source: World Bank using ECAM-IV/SSAPOV/GMD
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