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The numbers presented in this brief are based on the EAPPOV database. EAPPOV is a database of socio-economic statistics constructed using microdata from household 

surveys in the East Asia and the Pacific (EAP) region and is managed by the East Asia & Pacific Team for Statistical Development (EAPTSD). As of April 2017, the collection 

includes 19 countries and 78 surveys. Harmonized surveys in the EAPPOV database are compiled into 4 modules following Global Monitoring Database (GMD) 

Harmonization guidelines. A subset of the harmonized variables form the basis of the GMD collection, including the welfare aggregate which is used for Global Poverty 

Monitoring. Terms of use of the data adhere to agreements with the original data producers. 

National official poverty estimates in the Philippines are produced by the Philippines Statistics Authority (PSA). These are derived using income welfare aggregates 

evaluated against per capita poverty lines that are set broadly following the cost of basic needs (CBN) approach. Using a national reference food bundle based on expert 

opinion of what constitutes a nutritionally adequate bundle, province specific bundles are set separately for urban and rural areas and reflect locally consumed 

commodities. These locally priced bundles that constitute food poverty lines are scaled up by a constant food to non-food ratio to calculate total poverty lines. There are 

163 poverty lines set corresponding to urban and rural areas of the 81 provinces in the country and these were benchmarked to 2009 when this current methodology was 

developed. Unlike the international poverty line that is fixed and updated by CPI, the national poverty lines are updated by re-estimating the food poverty lines at current 

prices. The fixed food to non-food ratio used to derive the poverty lines assumes that the non-food price inflation is the same as food price inflation.  This explains the 

relatively slower reduction in poverty using national poverty lines compared to the international poverty line.

  

Poverty estimates are calculated from the triennial Family Income and Expenditures Survey which has been collected by the PSA since 1985. Since then, there have been 

several changes in the survey design and have used different master samples. The series from 2003- 2015 uses the same master sample.
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