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The numbers presented in the brief are based on the regional data harmonization effort known as Socio-economic Database for Latin America and the Caribbean (SEDLAC) - 

a joint effort of the World Bank and CEDLAS from the National University of La Plata (Argentina). SEDLAC includes 18 countries and more than 300 household surveys since 

the 80s. Several Caribbean countries have not been included in the SEDLAC project due to lack of data. Since income-based welfare aggregate is widely used in the region 

for official poverty estimates, income-based microdata is used for the Global Monitoring Database (GMD) and Global Poverty Monitoring. SEDLAC covers demographics, 

income, employment, and education. Terms of use of the data adhere to agreements with the original data producers.

Even though trends in poverty using international or official lines are similar, there are some methodological differences between the SEDLAC and the Official welfare 

aggregate (i.e. income per capita based on ENEMDU) as well as poverty lines. The main differences on the income per capita are the following: 1- SEDLAC does not includes 

contributions to social security and taxes for salaried workers; 2- SEDLAC includes other public transfers like Bono Emanuel Espejo while the official aggregate only the BDH; 

3- SEDLAC includes imputed rent as constant share of the total welfare aggregate; 4- SEDLAC adjust by differences in urban-rural prices while the official aggregate does not 

correct by spatial differences; and 5- SEDLAC does not include domestic servants as members of the household.  Regarding the poverty line, the official methodology draws 

these thresholds from the consumption aggregate which includes food and non-food components such as durables, education and imputed rent among others. The 

consumption aggregate is adjusted by spatial differences. The 5th round of the Quality of Life Survey (ECV) conducted in 2006 was used to draw both the official extreme 

poverty line which reflects a minimum threshold of 2.144 Kcal/person/day; and the official moderate poverty line uses the Engel coefficient of 56%. The poverty lines are 

updated across time using the total CPI. Both official extreme and moderate poverty lines are equivalent to U$S 2.5 and U$S 4.4 a day 2011 PPP. Official poverty number 

based on income are reported since 2007 because of consistency on both questionnaires of ENEMDU and the methodology of poverty measurement. Official poverty 

numbers based on consumption are also available from 1998 but these are reported every 8 years.
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