
COSTA RICA



The numbers presented in the brief are based on the regional data harmonization effort known as Socio-economic Database for Latin America and the Caribbean (SEDLAC) - 

a joint effort of the World Bank and CEDLAS from the National University of La Plata (Argentina). SEDLAC includes 18 countries and more than 300 household surveys since 

the 80s. Several Caribbean countries have not been included in the SEDLAC project due to lack of data. Since income-based welfare aggregate is widely used in the region 

for official poverty estimates, income-based microdata is used for the Global Monitoring Database (GMD) and Global Poverty Monitoring. SEDLAC covers demographics, 

income, employment, and education. Terms of use of the data adhere to agreements with the original data producers.

Official poverty estimates in Costa Rica are produced by the Instituto Nacional de Estadísticas y Censos (INEC) based on data from the Encuesta Nacional de Hogares 

(ENAHO) which is available to the public. Costa Rica estimates poverty based on the Cost of Basic Needs method by determining an absolute extreme and an overall 

poverty line per person per month. In June 2016, extreme poverty lines were ¢48,399 ($122 in PPP 2011) and ¢40,433 ($102 in PPP 2011) in urban and rural areas, 

respectively, while moderate poverty lines were ¢105,937 ($266 in PPP 2011) and ¢81,685 ($205 in PPP 2011) in both areas. This poverty lines refer to lack of per capita 

income required to access a basket of goods and services needed to achieve adequate living conditions. The most recent monetary poverty numbers (percentage of 

households) in Costa Rica correspond to 2016 and the extreme and overall official poverty rates at the national level were 6.3 and 20.5 percent, respectively. The latest 

harmonized poverty numbers for 2015 are available at the LAC Equity Lab. 

There are many differences between INEC’s official poverty numbers and the harmonized international poverty measures. INEC’s official methodology uses current income 

per adult equivalent, which includes labor income, public and private transfers, and capital rents. The value of official poverty lines is divided into urban and rural areas. 

Harmonized international poverty measures on the other hand use net income per household member, which include the value for housing and self-consumption, and are 

spatially adjusted at the urban/rural level (not included in official estimates).
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The decomposition is not displayed either because the change in 
poverty over the period of analysis is too small or the lack of 

availability of at least two household surveys.


